
Today we will discuss ANSI pumps with a focus on Summit’s model 2196 product line. 

Pump Impeller Clearance 

When a pump leaves our OEM factory there are a minimum of five critical steps
required (to be completed in the field) as part of commissioning and starting up
the pump. One of these five key steps is setting and or verifying the impeller
clearance.  

When asked what dimension to set the clearance many individuals will throw
out a nominal number like 0.015” and sometimes that is right, but many times it
is wrong. And so, it is important to realize that the clearances are different for
each size, type and model of pump along with the essential factor of product
temperature.

Below is a chart from the 2196 manual as a reference:

https://summitpump.com/category/60sec-with-summit-pump/
https://www.pumpsandsystems.com/basics-pump-startup
https://summitpump.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2196-Manual.pdf


Pump Efficiency or… What happens if the clearances are opened up
further then the factory recommendations?

In general: Once impeller clearances reach 0.005”- 0.010” in excess of the
factory design clearances the efficiency loss will be approximately one to one.
That is, there is a one percent efficiency loss for each additional 0.001” of
clearance.  

Once you exceed 0.010” beyond the factory advised clearances the rate
changes and it then becomes a two  to one loss. That is, there is an additional
two percent loss for each additional 0.001” of clearance.

Efficiency continues to decrease dramatically as clearances increase. Once
clearances exceed 0.015" to 0.020" over the initial clearance, the rate of
efficiency decrease can become exponential, first as a square function and
then by the cube and so on. Somewhere in excess of 0.030” to 0.040” the
pump loses most of its ability to pump effectively. 

http://www.summitpump.com/


What should I do? 

Even if you set the clearances correctly at startup… over time, wear on both the
casing and impeller will inevitably take place and so the pump will experience a
loss of efficiency and performance. At which point, you’ll need to readjust the
impeller clearance to compensate for the wear. As a general “thumb rule” once
the clearance is doubled from the original settings, the pump clearances need
to be reestablished to the original dimensions. Please talk with your RSM for
more information on this topic.

Why should I maintain proper pump clearances? 

Setting proper impeller clearances on pump installations is a critical and crucial
step. 

https://summitpump.com/
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